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The Pittsburgh Watercolor Society was founded in 1945 to develop, encour-

age and maintain interest in watercolor painting. The original membership 

of 20 was one of the fi rst groups to be affi  liated with the Pittsburgh Center 

for the Arts. The membership of the Pittsburgh Watercolor Society has grown to 

approximately 240 artists who enjoy this opportunity to share their enthusiasm 

for watercolor.

Membership in the Pittsburgh Watercolor Society is an exciting way to meet 

artists with a common interest. There are several membership categories: associate, 

regular, patron, honorary and lifetime. To become a regular member, one must 

apply and submit three works for screening. Acceptance is by two-thirds vote of 

the Board of Directors.

Offi  cers
Christine Swann, President

Judith Gentile, Co-Vice President

Barry Winsand, Co-Vice President

Sue Levy, Secretary

Denise Lucas, Treasurer

Committee Chairs
AQUEOUS – Pat Kelly, Roc Prologo, Jan Pociernicki

AWARDS – Ramona Polen 

BYLAWS – Dottie DeGroat

EX-OFFICIO – Luise Davis

MAIL LIST/DIRECTORY/MEMBERSHIP – Linda Kauff man

SCREENING – Darla Duff y

NEWSLETTER – Peggi Habets, Dan Siemasko, Kathy Thompson

PCA GUILD REPRESENTATIVE – Cynthia Cooley

PCA EXHIBITION REPRESENTATIVE – Sandra Ward

PROGRAM – Judith Gentile

PUBLICITY – Judith Lauso

SLIDES – Bill Perry

SOCIAL – Elene Page, Eileen McConomy

WEBSITE COORDINATOR – Maria Leysens

WORKSHOP – Sim Cha, Sandy Crocker

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE – Victor Beltran, Ruth Richardson
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Welcome to the 61st Annual Aqueous Open presented by the Pittsburgh

Watercolor Society. I am sure you will fi nd these works of art to be 

amazing statements of artistic expression as well as being technically

profi cient. Our distinguished juror, Eric Wiegardt, has chosen a diverse collection 

of paintings refl ecting as many artistic visions as there are artists. We are especially 

pleased to welcome you at the Pittsburgh Center for the Arts Gallery. Please enjoy 

each and every painting.

Patricia Kelly

Aqueous Chair

elcome to the 61st annual Aqueous Open 2007 Exhibition!  

     This show represents some of the best of the best working in 

traditional watercolor, and the Pittsburgh Watercolor Society is  

proud to play host every year. Artists are selected from across the country and 

around the world based on their handling of this sometimes diffi  cult and diverse 

medium. A special thanks to our juror, Eric Weigardt, for selecting the entries and 

for teaching the workshop.   

This exhibition would not be possible without many helping hands from the 

membership!  Thanks for the time and energy put forth by all. A HUGE thank 

you to our Aqueous chair, Pat Kelly, for all the extra time and worry that went into 

making this show a success! Thanks also to the PCA for the awesome space. 

Enjoy the show! 

Christine Swann

President, Pittsburgh Watercolor Society
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t’s amazing how a well designed painting manifests itself so quickly, whether 

viewed from across the room in a gallery or a museum, or among hundreds of 

other slides as when judging a national show. Within a matter of seconds, before 

the subject matter is known, the painting shouts “well done”. Moments later, the 

subject reveals itself. Design is well understood by the author of such a painting, and 

in many cases the artist is much more concerned with the arrangement of shapes, 

values, colors, edges, and lines, than the actual determination of the subject.

Along with this refi ned reasoning, if the artist has enough courage to be 

himself to reach deeper into the soul for self-expression, and to not care how the 

world may judge, then the artist can sit among the greatest. This kind of artist is of 

the best type: brave.

This attitude of determination is tested all the more by the vicissitudes of 

watercolor. Therefore I ask myself, does a painting exemplify good design, a facility 

in the handling of the medium, and an expression of honesty in the form of self-

expression? I allowed the strongest paintings that met this criteria in the show.

My congratulations to the award winners and all those in the show, and a word 

of encouragement to those who didn’t get in: you may have been one of those 

who, had one more painting been allowed, would have made it into the exhibi-

tion. I have found myself a number of times agonizing and splitting hairs over the 

last paintings allowed.

Keep painting and entering exhibitions. It encourages us to press on to greater 

visual expression.

Congratulations to all of you who took the challenge of watercolor, and 

I wish you continued success and most of all, the thrill of discovering this 

fascinating medium.

Eric Wiegardt

Juror, 61st Annual Aqueous Open
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Eric’s Painting

“Madeira” by Eric Weigardt



he Pittsburgh Center for the Arts is pleased to host the Aqueous Open 

International. Founded in 1945, Pittsburgh Center for the Arts is a non-profi t 

community arts campus that off ers arts education and programs and 

contemporary art exhibitions, providing services and resources for individual 

artists throughout Western Pennsylvania. 

As one of the nine artist guild’s of PF/PCA, the Pittsburgh Watercolor Society 

is one of the fi rst guilds to be affi  liated with PCA. We are proud to have PWS 

contributing to the vibrancy at The Center where the community can create, 

see, support and learn about visual arts.

Laura Domencic

Director

Pittsburgh Center for the Arts

6300 Fifth Avenue • Pittsburgh, PA 15232

412-361-0873 • www.pittsburgharts.org
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Cynthia Allman  
Medina, OH 

“Sun Tea” 27½   x 34 $2200

Wilmer Anderson 
Madison, WI 

“Willows Beach” 36 x 28 $1500

Denise Athanas 
Mt. Pleasant, SC 

“The Red Balloon” 31 x 39 $1800 

Eleanor Baker 
Mansfi eld, TN 

“Play Ball”  27 x 35 $1800

Chica Brunsvold   
Falls Church, VA 

“Cat Bird Seat” 38 x 30 $2500

Nel Dorn Byrd     
Plano, TX 

“Concerto” 38 x 30 $2000

Mary Kay D’Isa 
Youngstown, OH 

“The Wall” 28 x 22 $700 






















